
GNYHA is a dynamic, constantly evolving center for health care advocacy and expertise, but our core 

mission—helping hospitals deliver the finest patient care in the most cost-effective way—never changes. 

WHAT TO DO IF ICE COMES TO THE HOSPITAL

FACT SHEET FOR HOSPITAL LIAISONS
This guidance is for informational purposes and should not be construed as legal advice. For more detailed 
information, see GNYHA’s Immigration Enforcement Q&A.
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No document: 
Compliance not required

ICE agent comes to hospital

Review agent’s identification and obtain a business card

Ask agent to step into an office or room off reception/lobby

Ask what agent wants

Ask for any documents agent has (e.g., warrant, subpoena)

Subpoena

Administrative 

(signed by an ICE 

official, not a judge)

Compliance not 
required

Judicial 

(signed by a judge)

Compliance not 
immediately re-

quired; hospital may 
challenge in court

Warrant

Compliance not 
required

Compliance 
required

Administrative 

(signed by an ICE 

official, not a judge)

Arrest Warrant 

identifying hospital/

facility as location

Judicial 

(signed by a judge)

Arrest Warrant 

with no information 

identifying hospital/

facility



GNYHA FACT SHEET FOR HOSPITAL LIAISONS

DOCUMENT MATRIX 

Document What it is What it could be used for Effect on hospital

Administrative 
warrant

Document signed by an ICE 
official (usually an agent), 
not a judge

To make an arrest or 
confiscate records

Compliance not required

Judicial warrant
Document signed by a 
judge

To make arrest or 
confiscate records

Compliance required if 
hospital on warrant is 
identified

Deportation order
Document stating that 
a person is subject to 
deportation

To deport a person from the 
U.S.

Compliance by hospital 
not required; a deportation 
order is not the same thing 
as a judicial warrant

Administrative 
subpoena

Document signed by an ICE 
official (usually an agent), 
not a judge

To compel appearance or 
production of records in 
court by a certain date

Compliance not required

Judicial subpoena
Document signed by a 
judge

To compel appearance or 
production of records in 
court by a certain date

Compliance not 
immediately required; 
hospital may challenge in 
court


